LITERARY VS. INFORMATIONAL READING – THE SPECTRUM
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1.  What is the unique experience or idea being covered???





2.  Character & Conflict are built with a purpose—this is the author’s “craft”





3.  What is the thematic idea being covered or created through this fictional piece??


 





1.  Strong readers are always active & involved—it is NOT just about getting to the end!





2.  Reader’s must understand the text’s importance and/or purpose.





3.  Strong readers CAN NOT skip all the “things” they don’t know—they attempt to figure it out.





1.  Look for key facts & concepts being covered—a concept involves more than one fact but it is factual thing.  (like the water cycle or like how the government works…)





2.  Pay attention to headings, subtitles, definitions and statistics.





3.  Ask yourself at the end—What should I now be able to properly EXPLAIN???
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All strong readers need to practice a few basic strategies, but how you read should change depending on what you read.  At the far left is literary reading, which means fiction and poetry—reading that needs to be interpreted and can be metaphorical or experience based.  At the far right is informational reading, which means explanatory text and articles—reading that explains a process, an idea or a factual occurrence.  In each box below, three basic strategies of reading are listed.  These are practices you should use every time you read.








